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8. Retirement Policies of other denominations indicate that in 
passing this Resolution the URC would be aligning with partner 
denominations, not contradicting their practises. Given the 
many Local Ecumenical Partnerships we have it makes sense 
to be aligned. See Appendix 1 
 
6. Finally, and crucially, we bring this Resolution because the 
URC needs those who wish to continue working full time 
beyond the age of 68. This includes candidating for a new 
ministry. In reality this is, and will continue to be, a small 
number of people. Alongside this it is sadly the case that a 
significant number of ministers and Church Related 
Community Workers are requesting early retirement. Even 
allowing for the reduction in deployment numbers for Synods, a 
cursory look at the list of vacancies alongside available 
ministers, makes it obvious that all these vacancies cannot be 
filled. The former argument that continuing to work denies 
opportunities for young ministers no longer applies, if it ever 
did. We maintain that older ministers blessed with good health 
and fitness plus, crucially, who still feel called to stipendiary 
ministry, should be welcomed and encouraged. 

Previous relevant 
documents 

Ministries Committee Paper November 2022 
Extension to Stipendiary Ministerial Service beyond the Normal 
Retirement Age 
https://urc.org.uk/urc-ministries/extension-to-stipendiary-
ministerial-service-beyond-the-normal-retirement-age/ 

Consultation has  
taken place with... 

Thames North Synod Meeting on 16 March 2024 
Ecumenical partners – see Appendix one. 
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