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‘Defend weak people and orphans. Protect the rights of the oppressed and the poor.  Rescue weak and needy people. Help them escape the power of wicked people.’(GW) Psalm 82:3-4  

Health (and access to health services)

The NHS in the UK is funded by the government, from the taxes that people pay to them, and provides  

free and accessible healthcare to all, though some choose to pay privately for aspects of their healthcare. 

Many people have to pay towards things like prescriptions and dental care, but 

these are subsidised heavily by the government. 

Zimbabwe once had a health sector that was the envy of many African countries. 

Well resourced and well staffed, the health of the nation was a top priority. 

However, financial pressures led to major cuts in funding and, although it is very 

slowly recovering, there is a still a shortage of skilled professionals and healthcare 

staff, hospitals and healthcare centres, and a lack of equipment and medicines, 

laundries and canteens. 

The health service in Zimbabwe is made of four separate parts: public sector (available to all, a bit like our 

NHS), private health (less than ten per cent of Zimbabweans have private health insurance), mission hospitals 

run by the church and non-governmental organisations (both fee paying). Even public sector healthcare is 

not free for everyone, only for those under five, over sixty, and women who are pregnant or breast feeding – 
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