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Get to know your Bible  
 

The Bible is like a library made up of 66 books written by many different people over many 
years.  
 

The Old Testament books were written before Jesus was born. They are the holy stories he 
would have grown up hearing and reading. There are 39 of these.  
 

The New Testament tells us the stories of Jesus and his followers. There are 27 books in the 
New Testament.  
 
 
 
 
 
Can you find 
and colour the 
book on the 
bookshelf that 
ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĞĞŬ͛Ɛ�
story is from?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a 
Bible, see if 
you can find 
the story in 
there.  
  
 
 

 
 

 

zŽƵ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƉƌŝŶƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�

ŽƵƚ�ŽŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůŽƵƌ�

ĞĂĐŚ�ŶĞǁ�ďŽŽŬ�ŽŶ�

ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬƐŚĞůĨ�ĂƐ�ǇŽƵ�

ƌĞĂĚ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŝƚ͘ 

 

 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfDfMZ6MTJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhHdaKWgKZc&t=84s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLI2zqMU6Ww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPt-XJM9daM&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPt-XJM9daM&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7m23qE9LzYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpXPwWJl2gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FenkAVsGmEQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8ROgVOyTdE


 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Story:  Luke 15 verses 11-32 (from ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜύ  
 

Then Jesus said, ͞��ŵĂŶ�ŚĂĚ�ƚǁŽ�ƐŽŶƐ͘ dŚĞ�ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ�ƐŽŶ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕�͚'ŝǀĞ�ŵĞ�ŵǇ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ͛͘�^Ž�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŚŝƐ�ƚǁŽ�ƐŽŶƐ͘ Then the younger 
son gathered up all that was his and left. He travelled far away to another country. There he 
wasted his money in foolish living. He spent everything that he had. Soon after that, the land 
became very dry, and there was no rain. There was not enough food to eat anywhere in the 
country. The son was hungry and needed money. So he got a job with one of the citizens 
there. The man sent the son into the fields to feed pigs. The son was so hungry that he was 
willing to eat the food the pigs were eating. But no one gave him anything. The son realized 
that he had been very foolish. He ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ͕�͚�ůů�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉůĞŶƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĨŽŽĚ͘�
But I am here, almost dying with hunger. /�ǁŝůů�ůĞĂǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ƚŽ�ŵǇ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘�/͛ůů�ƐĂǇ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͗�
Father, I have sinned against God and against you. I am not good enough to be called your 
son. But leƚ�ŵĞ�ďĞ�ůŝŬĞ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ͛͘ So the son left and went to his father. 

͞tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�Ɛƚŝůů�Ă�ůŽŶŐ�ǁĂǇ�ŽĨĨ͕�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ�ƐĂǁ�Śŝŵ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ͘�,Ğ�ĨĞůƚ�ƐŽƌƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝƐ�ƐŽŶ͘�
So the father ran to him and hugged and kissed him. dŚĞ�ƐŽŶ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͚&ĂƚŚĞƌ͕�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŝŶned 
ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�'ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ǇŽƵ͘�/�Ăŵ�ŶŽƚ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŽŶ͛͘ But the father 
ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ͕�͚,ƵƌƌǇ͊��ƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŽŶ�Śŝŵ͘��ůƐŽ͕�ƉƵƚ�Ă�ƌŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�
his finger and sandals on his feet. And get our fat calf and kill it. Then we can have a feast 
and celebrate!



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Ideas to Retell/Explore the Story 
 

 

Story Postcards 

One way of connecting, keeping in touch with people is to send postcards. 

Why not have some story fun by using postcards. 

Simply choose a part of the story, decide which character you are and write a postcard 
accordingly. You could also design the picture side to show that part of the story. For 
example,  a postcard from the son to his father from the pig sty might have a picture of the 
son feeding the pigs. 

You could also extend this activity to design and write a postcard to someone in your life you 
want to reconnect with for real. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Modern Parables ς books that explore the same theme 

 

Where The Wild Things Are  
by Maurice Sendak (Little big Foxes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4AkdBAInP9I 

Max runs away to where the wild things are. He 
becomes their king. He soon misses home. He returns 
to find Mum and supper waiting for him. 

 

 

 

Lost and Found  

by Oliver Jeffers (Storytime with Rocket) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZD1RDY4Q9w 

A boy finds a penguin and decides to help it get home 
again. Join them on their journey together. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table Top Discussions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4AkdBAInP9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZD1RDY4Q9w




 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pray Together    

 
 

Shoe Prayers 

In the story the son walked away from his father and the 
farm, he partied and lost all his money, he found himself 
barefoot feeding the pigs, and then at end of the story, the 
father ran out to welcome him home whilst his older brother 
had stayed working on the farms. 

I wonder what shoes they might have been wearing? 

Walking boots, party shoes, wellingtons trainers, flip flops? 

 

Think about the different shoes that you wear and how they 
make you feel.  Here are a few ideas: 

 

dancing  

jumping for joy  

walking in mud  

comfortable  

exciting 

dull  

difficult 

fun 

 

Think about the places you and the things you might do wearing different shoes. 

Talk to God about your feelings and ask God to be with you in whatever shoes you are 
wearing.  

 

A prayer 

Dear God 

help me to run for joy, 

to walk and tell others about you. 

Give me feet for dancing your praise. 

When things are dull, difficult, or flat, 

help me to know that you walk with me. 

Amen  



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Illustration by  
Lambsongs.co.nz via freebibleimages.com 

 

I wonder if the two 
brothers ever made 

friends? 

 I 





 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://familiestogether.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Adventurers Go! 
zŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕�ŶŽǁ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ͊� 
  
Why not send photos of your crafts, your treasure boxes, your Walking the Way challenges - 
or dress up to make a tableau of the Big Story and take a photo to send in. 
 
Email your photos to:   lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk  
with parental permission for them to be used in publicity and online URC social media.   
 
Alternatively, share them on our Facebook page                                                                     
https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/          
   
Remember you can find more resources on our website: 
https://urc.org.uk/resources-for-children-and-youth  
  
�ŶĚ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕�ǁŚǇ�ŶŽƚ�ƐĞĞ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ƌƵŶƐ�WŝůŽƚƐ�Žƌ�
Friends on Faith Adventures (FOFA) when things get back to normal again.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Created for you by Nicola Grieves (Eastern Synod), Judy Harris (National Synod of Wales), 
Sharon Lloyd (Programme Assistant for CYW), Hannah Middleton (Northern Synod), Philip 
Ray (Wessex Synod, North), Lorraine Webb (Programme Officer for CYW), and Ruth White 
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