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1973

World development appeal
The Assembly urges church meetings to
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Investment South Africa

The Assembly welcomes the EEC Code of
Conduct for European firms operating in South
Africa and urges HMG to ensure that there is
effective monitoring of British Company
performance by a Parliamentary Committee.

The Assembly, while accepting that there is a case
for continued British economic participation in
South Africa, recognises that there are influential
and responsible people in South Africa calling for
withdrawal of investments, and therefore believes
it to be imperative that British firms in South Africa
should do all in their power to grant genuine
bargaining powers to black workers. The Assembly
encourages representations on this subject to
firms in which we have direct interest, at national
and local level, by committees or individual
shareholders.

Gambling

The Assembly records its appreciation for the work
of the Churches' Council on Gambling and in
particular for the distinguished service of its
Secretary, the Revd Gordon Moody, and
welcomes the proposal to form a Council on
Gambling to include a wider membership than the
churches.

World development issues

The Assembly urges HMG to accept the proposals
of Third World countries in the UNCTAD
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European Convention on Human Rights and
similarly to secure the inclusion of such a right into
any Charter of Human Rights which the European
Communities may adopt.

World development issues

The Assembly welcomes the publication of the
Brandt Commission's report, 'North-South: A
Programme for Survival', as of great importance in
the search for international peace and
development and urges local churches to study it
and to press their MPs to ensure that its analysis
of the present world situation and its
recommendations for action are given urgent
attention by HMG.

Nuclear weapons

The Assembly, welcoming the publication by the
BCC of the document, 'The Future of the British
Nuclear Deterrent’, and noting the resolution
passed by the BCC Assembly in November 1979,
urges HMG to allow for a period of public debate
before making decisions about the retention of an
independent British nuclear deterrent after the
present Polaris missiles have become obsolete.
The Assembly further urges churches to engage in
discussion of the question raised in the BCC report
and resolution, with a view to communicating their
views to their MPs.

1981

Unemployment

The Assembly requests that Government to review
the levels and conditions of the unemployment
benefits for long-term unemployed people,
believing these benefits to be inadequate in their
present form.

Disabled people
The Assembly, in this IYDP calls upon;

a) Church members to examine their own
attitudes and responses to disabled
people;

b) Local churches to consider their provision
for and partnership with disabled people
and to share in study and action
programmes with disabled people and
sion
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1982

Falkland Islands

The Assembly endorses the resolution of the
Church and Society Department dated 26 April
1982 on the Falklands dispute which was in the
following terms:

‘The Department

- deplores the invasion of the Falkland

Islands by Argentinian armed forces,
- urges HMG to continue to seek every
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International debt

The Assembly encourages the churches to study
the problems of international debt, welcomes the
publication by Christian Aid of '‘Banking on the
Poor' and urges the churches and individual
Christians to press their banks to reduce the rates
of interest on some loans and write off other loans
to highly indebted countries for which provision
has been made in their accounts and tax relief
obtained. Assembly further calls upon the Church
and Society Department to inform all
congregations of publications on this subject and
actively to support non-governmental
organisations seeking a European initiative to
solve the debt crisis.

The Assembly welcomes the initiatives on
international debt which HMG has already taken
and urges it to continue and extend its policy of
converting loans into grants and to press within the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank
for adjustment policies which take into account the
needs of the poor.

Just Peace Church

The Assembly encourages the Church and Society
Department to develop its proposal for the URC to
declare itself a Just Peace Church, to engage the
churches in study and discussions of the meaning
and implications of such a proposal and to bring
any appropriate resolution to a future Assembly.

Overseas development aid

The General Assembly welcomes the recent
increase that has taken place in the proportion of
GNP devoted to overseas aid and urges HMG to
adopt a timetable to ensure the achievement of the
UN's recommended minimum target of 0.7% for
official aid before the next General Election.

Northern Ireland
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b) co-operate with the industries concerned
in planning a transition to non-military
production

¢) invest financially in such programmes
where necessary.

Housing

The General Assembly of the URC expresses its
concern at the ever increasing problem of
homelessness in our society, and the aggravation
of the problem caused by many changes in
Government policy in recent years.

i) We request that urgent consideration be
given by HMG to a realistic ten-year
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geographical, demographic, historical and political
as well as religious features of the Middle East and
take the initiative in extending the hand of
friendship to Muslim and Arab and Middle East
neighbours and congregations.

d) Assembly deplores the holding of an arms fair
at the NEC Birmingham at such a time and renews
its call to HMG to promote the conversion of arms
manufacturing plants to other uses.

General Election

Assembly urges local churches to participate fully
in the programme of pre-election constituency
meetings organised under the auspices of CCBI.

JPIC Process

Assembly affirms the centrality of the Justice,
Peace and Integrity of Creation process to
Christian witness and church life in the 1990s, and
encourages the Department to develop this theme
as a stimulus to reflection and action, especially in
local churches.

Tobacco exports

The Assembly calls upon the European
Community to take rapid steps towards phasing
out its tobacco subsidies and to encourage
tobacco growers to diversify to other crops. As an
immediate priority the Assembly calls upon the
Community to end the subsidised export of high-
tar tobacco to the Third World and Eastern
Europe.

1992

Commitment for Life

Assembly welcomes and endorses the programme
'‘Commitment for Life' as described in Appendix |
and commends it to every local church.

Earth Summit in Rio

1. Assembly commends the Prime Minister for
signing the conventi
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Croydon, Surrey CR9 1NR expressing
deep concern at their policy in providing
free baby food to mothers in Third World
countries and instructs Church and Society
to set up a working party to monitor the
situation to enable the motion to be
reviewed at the General Assembly 1993;

4. to consult our CWM partner churches
about this and similar issues.

1993

Europe- URC involvement

a) Assembly encourages local churches to foster
links with continental churches, and to seek
involvement especially where civic twinnings or
parish church links are being made.

b) Assembly requests Mission Council to establish
a policy for our relationships with churches in
continental Europe, so that our limited resources
may be used to best effect.

¢) Assembly welcomes the establishment of the
interim Co-ordinating Group for Europe and
requests Mission Council, in the course of its
review of central church structures, to examine the
need for a body specifically to oversee, co-ordinate
and develop the church's involvement with
continental Europe.

d) Assembly encourages local churches, Districts
and Provinces to make use of the many people in
our churches who have personal experience of
working on the continent and the members of the
Co-ordinating Group; and invites each Province to
appoint a 'Europe link' person.

Europe - Faith and Order developments
Assembly welcomes the call of the European
Protestant Assembly (Budapest 1992) for closer
fellowship between historically separated
denominations and encourages the Reformed,
Lutheran and United churches which are linked
through the Leuenberg Agreement to take the
initiative in seeking deeper fellowship with
Methodist and Anglican churches.

Europe - Public policy

a) Assembly encourages local churches, in the
run-up to the 1994 European Parliamentary
elections, to participate in local meetings with
prospective candidates on social and political
issues.

b) Assembly requests the Church and Society
Committee, in association with CCBI, to produce
briefing material on Europe-wide issues such as
poverty and social division, growing racism and
xenophobia, the unity and disintegration of nation-
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states, the environment and relations with
developing countries.

Poverty issues

Assembly, concerned with the poverty,
homelessness and unemployment of millions of
people in our country, calls upon the government
to act upon the Christian belief that the strong
should help the weak, and to give precedence to
increase investment in jobs, homes, health and
education, with the aim of reducing the danger of
the disintegration of society.

Assembly believes that people's lives should under
all circumstances be valued above monetary
concerns and therefore that the above should be
achieved by means of higher direct taxation.
Assembly also calls upon all church meetings
actively to encourage their members to lobby their
MPs on this matter.

Fairtrade Mark

The General Assembly welcomes and supports
the work of the Fairtrade Foundation in launching
the Fairtrade mark later this year and urges church
members

a) to encourage managers of local shops and
supermarkets to stock CafeDirect now and
Fairtrade marked products for the autumn;

b) to promote the sales of such products and

C) to encourage such sales by organising
taste testings of Fairtrade marked products
at meetings.

VAT on fuel

Assembly views with concern the planned
imposition of VAT on domestic fuel since this is
disproportionately damaging to poorer people.
Therefore it calls on local churches to lobby their
MPs about this unfair tax.

1994

Amnesty

Assembly endorses the call of the Church
Representatives Meeting of the Council of
Churches for Britain and Ireland to the
Government to institute a not-to-be-repeated
amnesty for those who fulfil the following
conditions and would otherwise face possible
deportation from the United Kingdom:

a) a person who has lived in the UK for at
least five years; and either
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b) 1) who is the parent of at least one child
born here who has lived in the UK for a
minimum of two years; or
2) who is self-sufficient in terms of
income and housing.

AND encourages local churches and District
Councils

i) to support the petition on this matter
prepared by the Churches Commission on
Racial Justice; and

ii) to respond favourably to any appeal for
help, e.g. towards an appeal from those
who fulfil the above conditions and who
are threatened with deportation.

Arms and the arms trade

a) Assembly, noting that 1995 marks the 50th
anniversary of the foundation of the United Nations
Organisation and of the first use of nuclear
weapons, and believing that the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), due for renewal in 1995, represents
an important step towards the effective
international control and eventual elimination of
nuclear weapons, therefore calls on the
Government to work for this treaty to be reaffirmed
and made permanent.

b) Assembly:

i) Assembly remains concerned over the
continuing excessive dependence of
British manufacturing industry on the arms
trade;

i) expresses its growing concern that
revelations of possible linkages between
the Aid and Trade Provision and arms
deals are damaging the reputation of the
British aid programme; and

iii) calls on the Government to publish
applications for arms export licences so
that, if necessary, there can be
Parliamentary and public debate before
approval is given.

Student grants

Church & Society

pagel9



page20



reducing poverty and polarisation in our
country;

- invites local churches and/or District
Councils as appropriate to participate in, or
if necessary to instigate, local 'poverty
hearings' in co-operation with Church
Action on Poverty and to report to their
MPs and to the Church and Society
committee.

National Lottery

Assembly urges the members and councils of the
church to disassociate themselves from the
Lottery:

a) by refusing to buy tickets; and
b) by declining to apply for Lottery-generated
funds for church purposes.

Nuclear Testing

Assembly

in the light of its call made in 1994 for moves
towards the banning of nuclear tests as part of its
endorsement of the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty;

strongly deplores the resumption of nuclear testing
in the Pacific region by France and calls upon the
French government to reverse this decision;
supports the recent appeals made on this matter
by the Pacific Council of Churches, by our Council
for World Mission partners and other churches in
the region and by the World Council of Churches;
calls on the British government to pledge that it will
not resume any nuclear testing and will use its
good offices to persuade the French government
to reverse this decision.

1996

Commitment for Life

Assembly acknowledges the revised programme
Commitment for Life, as examined and endorsed
by Mission Council, to be an authentic response of
the whole United Reformed Church to God's call
for justice for the poor of the world and therefore
urges every local church to participate fully.

Sanctuary

Assembly, noting the concern of the Churches
Commission for Racial Justice and in support of
their statement, gives its full support to those in
local churches and communities who feel
constrained by conscience to offer sanctuary to
individuals and families facing deportation,
providing they are satisfied that sanctuary is a last
resort and that at least one of the following applies:

Church & Society

a) there is a well-founded fear of persecution;
b) there is a serious threat to family life;
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a peaceful transfer of power which
respects the dignity of all peoples;

3. to press for full British citizenship for those
groups denied by the 1981 and 1985 Acts
of Parliament; and to extend a welcome to
those Hong Kong residents who move to
these islands;

4. to welcome the introduction of the pack of
material on Hong Kong from CWM and the
educational materials produced by the
China Forum of the CCBI Churches
Commission on Mission.

Multi -racial ministry post

Assembly instructs the Overseas Exchange Sub-
Committee, in consultation with the Equal
Opportunities Committee, to use one of its five
special ministry posts for the appointment of a
multi-racial and multi-cultural development worker
within the United Reformed Church for an initial
period of three years.

1997

Values in Education and the Community
Assembly

1 welcomes the serious attempt made by the
Schools Curriculum and Assessment
Authority (SCAA) to discover what values
are commonly held in different sections of
society and affirms the need to continue
with this exercise;

2 applauds the efforts by many teachers and
governors to promote such values within
the ethos of their schools and colleges as
they assist the development of children
and young people growing up in a society
which is often hostile to such values;

3 believes that, in the “promotion of the
spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development of pupils at school” as
required under the 1988 and 1992
Education Acts, moral principles must be
linked with spiritual and cultural education
and therefore resists the suggestion that
‘values’ might be taught as a separate
subject on the curriculum.

4 instructs Church and Society to pass on
these views to the FCFC Education
Committee, the government and the
SCAA.

Jubilee 2000
Assembly
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Endorses and commends the ‘Jubilee 2000’
programme of action to every local church as a
model for a workable and acceptable solution to
the problem of poor country debt;

urges church members and adherents to sign —
and to secure at least one additional signature for
— the supporting petition being distributed in the
Information Service;

notes the link already made with Jubilee 2000 and
the plans for significant support of the campaign
through Commitment for Life;

commends the British Government for their
proposals on debt relief in recent years and urges
them to press with more vigour for the adoption of
such proposals within the International Monetary
Fund and G7 nations, especially in relation to sub-
Saharan Africa.

Human Sexuality
Assembly recognises

a) the seriousness of the issues of human
sexuality and their implications for
acceptable behaviour and lifestyles among
Christians; and

b) the lack of agreement in the responses
submitted to General Assembly by local
churches, District Councils and Provincial
Synods concerning aspects of the
contemporary debate on human sexuality
and the teaching and application of
scripture;

and therefore

1 believes that these disagreements, though
serious, must not be allowed to injure the
unity and peace of the United Reformed
Church;

2 encourages local churches, District
Councils and Provincial Synods to apply
with wisdom and sensitivity the pastoral
practice and discipline set out in the Basis
of Union and Structure of the United
Reformed Church, in a way which respects
the rights of personal conviction and which
does not override conscientious decisions
in these matters nor use such decisions as
a reason for breaking the fellowship of the
United Reformed Church;

3 calls on those who exercise pastoral care
of members, elders and ministers in the
Church to seek ways of ensuring that all
those who experience rejection because of
their convictions in these matters are
sustained within the fellowship of the
Church held together by Jesus Christ.
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Assembly,

noting the requests made in a number of
responses from local churches, District Councils
and Provincial Synods for further time and space
to reflect on these matters, asks Mission Council to
arrange for further work to be done, ecumenically
and in consultation with our partner churches
through the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
(WARC) and the Council for World Mission (CWM)
where appropriate and possible, on

a the nature of Biblical authority for the life of
the church;

b the relationship between the authority of
General Assembly and the other Councils
of the Church;

¢ the matter of ordination and human
sexuality;

and also to consider ways in which the Church
may be assisted in reflection on the wider issues of
human sexuality. To enable this process Assembly
asks Mission Council to establish a timetable for
these reflective processes and ensure appropriate
representation on necessary consultative groups
and working parties.

Assembly

a) recognises

1. that no candidate admitted for training
can be assured of ordination until a call is
issued and accepted with the concurrence
of a District Council;

2. that all decisions on candidature and
on the calling of a particular minister
involve seeking the guidance of the Holy
Spirit and the weighing of the strengths
and weaknesses of the candidate.

b) declares concerning persons in a

Church & Society
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any settlement of the territorial claims of
Palestinians and Israelis should honour
the holiness and wholeness of the city as a
shared city in terms of sovereignty and
citizenship;

b) looks for a fresh start to meaningful
negotiations following the General Election
in Israel and developments around May 4,
and invites the British government to press
with its EU partners for a clear role under
the auspices of the United Nations in the
peace process;

c) deplores the systematic confiscation of
identification cards (and consequent loss
of right of residency) from increasing
numbers of Palestinian Jerusalemites, and
continuing human rights abuses both by
Israeli and Palestinian security forces and
the evidence of corruption and political
infighting within the Palestinian leadership;

d)
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work for all' and that government should
make this a key policy aim.

Assembly calls upon local churches to work with
the Church and Society Committee to raise these
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and calls upon churches to support Christian
teachers, particularly those engaged in Religious
Education, and encourage others to consider
teaching as a vocation.

Faith Stan
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i) As Christians we regard all human life as
being God given, and therefore precious;
we believe that death is not the end and
we have faith that there is a more perfect
life to follow.

i) We recognise that there is a time to die
and that there are circumstances in which
it will be wrong to continue to provide
treatment designed to prolong life.

iii) We recognise that some palliative
treatment for the terminally ill, makes the
patient more comfortable and pain free,
but can also hasten death. We believe this
to be acceptable, as long as the primary
purpose of the treatment is pain relief and
comfort of the patient.

iv) We could not support legislation that would
empower medical staff to intervene in
ways which deliberately seek to assist a
patient to die. We would therefore oppose
any change in the law to permit voluntary
euthanasia or assisted suicide.

V) We believe that a Living Will or Advance
Directive which has been prepared by a
patient of sound mind, can be helpful for
carers and relatives; however we do not
believe such a document should be used
to facilitate a person’s death.

vi) We believe that additional resources are
needed to provide more uniformly
available and more high quality palliative
care.

vii) We recognise the valuable contribution
made by carers. We express our prayerful
support for those who work in, and
promote hospices, and others who care,
befriend and provide support for the dying.

Listed church buildings and Lottery
funding

Having reconsidered its position on Lottery
funding, General Assembly accepts, reluctantly,
that some local churches will need to make
application to the Lottery Fund to assist with the
upkeep, repair and alteration of their listed church
buildings and, in that respect, revises the advice
contained in Resolution 20 of General Assembly
1995, which urged members and councils of the
Church to disassociate themselves from the
Lottery.

2008

Living Wage
General Assembly calls on all the United
Reformed Church’s synods and churches:
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a) to support Church Action on Poverty’s call
for churches to pay a living wage as
determined by the Living Wage Campaign;

b) to ensure that all employees have a written
contract of employment;

c) to ensure that the terms and conditions of
employment of employees at least comply
with the minimum legal requirements
stipulated.

d) to implement the equal opportunity policy
developed by the United Reformed
Church.

e) where contract or agency staff are
employed, to engage with contractors and
agencies on the payment of their
employees to ensure compliance with this
resolution.

f) to monitor this through the annual returns
from local churches and report back to
Assembly in 2010.

2010

Children in detention

(Resolution from North Western Synod)

The General Assembly of the United Reformed
Church calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to
end the detention of children for immigration
purposes and ensure that alternatives to detention
should not involve the separation of children from
their parents.

Nestlé

General Assembly agrees that, for investment
purposes, all companies should be treated in
accordance with our ethical investment policy.
General Assembly resolves that if Nestlé obtains
listing on the FTSE4Good Index, Mission Council
be instructed to rescind the boycott on Nestlé
products outlined in the Assembly 1992 resolution.

2012

Addressing the social impact of poverty
and inequality in the UK

General Assembly resolves to encourage
members of the United Reformed Church to “keep
faith with the poor and challenge injustice” (Vision
2020) and to work to end inequality in our society

by:

a) affirming the work of CRCWs and others in
working with the poorest communities.

b) welcoming the moves by synods and
congregations to commit to paying the
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Living Wage and encouraging others to do
the same (which presently equates to
£7.20 per hour outside of London and
£8.30 in London).

¢) renewing our call for the introduction of a
financial transaction tax as an innovative
way of mitigating the impacts of poverty
and inequality in the UK and other good
causes such as climate change mitigation
and adaptation and poverty alleviation
overseas.

d) encouraging churches and church
members to actively challenge attitudes
and language which treats those in poverty
as anything less than people made in the
image of God and to ask JPIT to provide
resources to help do this effectively both in
the public and the private spheres.

e) committing the Church to speak
prophetically, particularly through the work
of the Joint Public Issues Team and the
Close the Gap campaign.

f) supporting work to highlight injustices
against the poorest, including spending
decisions, unfair taxation and
misrepresentation of the poorest.

Drones

General Assembly:

1. receives the report and commends it for study;
2. directs the Joint Public Issues Team to produce
appropriate materials to enable our churches to
reflect biblically on the issues raised;

3. reaffirms the Christian vocation of peacemaking
and the crucial importance of strict adherence to
international law in the deployment of military
force;

4. notes the growing concern regarding the
humanitarian impact of explosive weaponry in
civilian areas and urges that this concern be
addressed in any use of Armed Unmanned Aerial
Systems (AUAS);

5. petitions the UK Government to publish as much
information as possible concerning current
strategy and effect of AUAS strikes alongside
future plans for AUAS development and use and in
particular to :

a) provide greater clarity on the role that armed
unmanned aerial systems play in current military
strategy, with particular reference to counter-
insurgency;

b) affirm that known individuals are not
targeted unless such persons are directly engaged
in hostilities at the time;

¢) release information on all drone strikes
including number of fatalities and publish a
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summary of all investigations into civilian
casualties;

d) in the interests of international law and joint
co-operation on counter-terrorism, clearly state the
UK  Government's position on targeted killings
and urge the United States to discontinue the
practice of targeting suspected members of
terrorist organisations with AUAS.

6.
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emissions of greenhouse gases in the UK
by well before 2050, and updates section
5.3(h) and 5.5(b) of the URC
Environmental Policy accordingly

b) makes a corresponding commitment that
as a Church we shall strive to act urgently
to reduce carbon emissions across the
whole of Church life in line with this target,
and updates section 4.2 of the
Environmental Policy to give effect to this

c¢) calls on URC members, local churches
and synods to support these commitments
in word and in deed.

2020 Mission Council

Climate Emergency

Mission Council recognises the climate emergency
and challenges all councils, committees and local
churches to do everything possible to make URC
events and activities eco-friendly, as urged by
URC Youth Assembly.

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, the General
Assembly for 2020 was cancelled, although some
business was conducted online. Further items
were carried over to the Mission Council meeting
on 20-21 November.

SingleUse Plastics

1. Having recently recognised the climate
emergency (Resolution 14, July 2020), Mission
Council calls for all councils, committees, local
churches and individuals to work towards
eliminating the use of single-use plastics,
given their significant environmental impact.

2. Mission Council notes with alarm the huge
increase in the use of disposable items during
the Covid-19 pandemic, especially single-use
plastics. While there are occasions during this
pandemic when it is impossible to avoid the
use of single-use plastic items, their use
should be kept to an absolute minimum. They
should also be carefully disposed of in a way
that minimises their impact on the
environment.

UK Foreign Aid Budget

Mission Council:

1 is concerned by reports this week that the
government is preparing to break its manifesto
pledge and abandon Britain’s long-standing
commitment to spending 0.7% of national
income on international development;
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f believes that a commitment to the poorest in
the world should not be an optional extra but
at the heart of our country’s responsibilities,
especially in the context of a global pandemic
and a climate emergency;

f instructs the Moderators of General Assembly
to make these concerns known to government
in the strongest possible terms and
encourages people and local churches to
contact their MPs about this important issue.

2021 Assembly Executive

Conversion Therafy
Assembly Executive resolves:

a) to support and adopt the definition of
conversion therapy set out in the
‘Memorandum of Understanding on
Conversion Therapy in the UK’

b) that the practice of conversion therapy is
unethical and potentially harmful

¢) tocall on all church members and
ministers to refuse to offer or participate in
offering conversion therapy in any form

d) that no conversion therapy can take place
in the name of the United Reformed
Church

e) to express support for proposals to ban
conversion therapy, and urge that current
proposals be strengthened to ensure
greater protection for potential subjects of
conversion therapy.

N.B. This resolution was in opposition to practices

that seek to change, modify, or suppress a
person’s sexual orientation or gender identity.
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