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Get to know your Bible  
 

The Bible is like a library made up of 66 books written by many different people over many 
years.  
 

The Old Testament books were written before Jesus was born. They are the holy stories he 
would have grown up hearing and reading. There are 39 of these.  
 

The New Testament tells us the stories of Jesus and his followers. There are 27 books in the 
New Testament.  
 
 
 
 
 
Can you find 
and colour the 
book on the 
bookshelf that 
�š�Z�]�•���Á�����l�[�•��
story is from?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a 
Bible, see if 
you can find 
the story in 
there.  
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Bible context:  Matthew 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Story:  Matthew 20 verses 1 - 16 �~�d�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•�����]���o���•  
 

�^�d�Z�����l�]�v�P���}�u���}�(���Z�����À���v���]�•���o�]�l���������u���v���Á�Z�}���}�Á�v�������•�}�u�����o���v���X���K�v�����u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P�U���Z�����Á���v�š���}�µ�š���À���Œ�Ç��
early to hire some people to work in his vineyard. The man agreed to pay the workers one 
silver coin for working that day. Then he sent them to the vineyard to work. About nine 
�}�[���o�}���l���š�Z�����u���v���Á���v�š���š�}���š�Z�����u���Œ�l���š�‰�o�����������v�����•���Á���•�}�u�����}�š�Z���Œ���‰���}�‰�o�����•�š���v���]�v�P���š�Z���Œ���U�����}�]�v�P��
�v�}�š�Z�]�v�P�X���^�}���Z�����•���]�����š�}���š�Z���u�U���Z�/�(���Ç�}�µ���P�}�����v�����Á�}�Œ�l���]�v���u�Ç���À�]�v���Ç���Œ���U���/���Á�]�o�o���‰���Ç���Ç�}�µ���Á�Z���š���Ç�}�µ�Œ��
�Á�}�Œ�l���]�•���Á�}�Œ�š�Z�[�X���^�}���š�Z���Ç���Á���v�š���š�}���Á�}�Œ�l���]�v���š�Z�����À�]�v���Ç���Œ���X���d�Z�����u���v���Á���v�š���}�µt again about twelve 
�}�[���o�}���l�����v�������P���]�v�����š���š�Z�Œ�������}�[���o�}���l�X�����}�š�Z���š�]�u���•���Z�����Z�]�Œ�������‰���}�‰�o�����š�}���Á�}�Œ�l���]�v���Z�]�•���À�]�v���Ç���Œ���X�������}�µ�š��
�(�]�À�����}�[���o�}���l���š�Z�����u���v���Á���v�š���š�}���š�Z�����u���Œ�l���š�‰�o�����������P���]�v�X���,�����•���Á���}�š�Z���Œ�•���•�š���v���]�v�P���š�Z���Œ���X���,�������•�l������
�š�Z���u�U���Z�t�Z�Ç�����]�����Ç�}�µ���•�š���v�����Z���Œ�������o�o�������Ç�����}�]�v�P���v�}�š�Z�]�v�P�M�[���d�Z���Ç�����v�•�Á���Œ�����U���Z�E�}���}�v�����P���À�����µ�•������
�i�}���[�X���d�Z�����u���v���•���]�����š�}���š�Z���u�U���Z�d�Z���v���Ç�}�µ�������v���P�}�����v�����Á�}�Œ�l���]�v���u�Ç���À�]�v���Ç���Œ���[�X 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ideas to Retell/Explore the Story 

 

A new story to share together �t �Z�E�}�š���&���]�Œ�J�[ 

(This is a new story to explore the theme. It tells the same story from the point of view of a 
young person who waits all day in the marketplace to be chosen to work in a vineyard.) 

�/�����}�v�[�š���o�}�}�l���}�o�������v�}�µ�P�Z���š�}���Á�}�Œ�l�����µ�š���/�����u�����v�����u�Ç���(���u�]�o�Ç���v���������u�����š�}�X 

Most days start the same. I get up very early, while the air is still cool and damp, think about 
�Z���À�]�v�P�������Á���•�Z�����µ�š���������]�������/���Z���À���v�[�š���P�}�š���š�]�u�������v�����‰�]�v���Z�������•�‰�}�}�v���}�(���•�o�]�P�Z�š�o�Ç�����Z���Á�Ç���‰�}�Œ�Œ�]���P����
whilst it still bubbles in the pot before rushing out of the door. 

Workers are already starting to gather in the marketplace. The confident and the hopeful, 
the old and the young, the strong and the weak. When the bosses arrive, they head straight 
�(�}�Œ���š�Z���]�Œ���(���À�}�µ�Œ�]�š���•���~�‰���}�‰�o�����Á�Z�}�[�À�����Á�}�Œ�l�������(�}�Œ���š�Z���u�������(�}�Œ���•�����v�������P�Œ�����������‰�Œ�]��e. Some days 
�š�Z���Ç�[�o�o���š���l�����������Z���v�������}�v���•�}�u���}�v�����v���Á�V���}�š�Z���Œ�������Ç�•���š�Z���Ç���‰�o���Ç���]�š���•���(���X 

By mid-morning the usual suspects are left. By midday the heat of the sun tries to tempt me 
to have a little snooze but I fight the urge �t �/���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}���o�}�}�l���o���Ì�Ç�X�����Ç���u�]��-afternoon 
�/�[�u���š�Œ�Ç�]�v�P���v�}�š���š�}���š�Z�]�v�l�������}�µ�š���Z�}�Á���Z�µ�v�P�Œ�Ç���/�����u�����v�����Z�}�Á���/���u�]�P�Z�š���š�Œ�Ç�����v�����P���š���µ�‰�������Œ�o�Ç�����v�}�µ�P�Z��
�š�}�������š�������o�]�š�š�o�������]�š���u�}�Œ�����‰�}�Œ�Œ�]���P�����š�}�u�}�Œ�Œ�}�Á���Á�Z���v�Y�Y�Y�X�X 

�d�Z���Œ�����Z�����]�•�����P���]�v�J�����Z�}�}�•�]�v�P���u�}�Œ�����Á�}�Œ�l���Œ�•�J���E�}���}�v���[�•���P�}�]�v�P���š�}���‹�µ�]�����o���������}�µ�š���u�}�v���Ç�����š���š�Z�]�•��
point, the day�[�•���v�����Œ�o�Ç���}�À���Œ�X�����v�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P���]�•�������š�š���Œ���š�Z���v���v�}�š�Z�]�v�P�X���/���š�Œ�Ç���š�}���o�}�}�l���o�]�À���o�Ç�����v�������v���Œ�P���š�]����
���µ�š���/�[�u���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����/���‰�µ�o�o���]�š���}�(�(�X�����Ç���o���š�������(�š���Œ�v�}�}�v���/�[�u���Œ�������Ç���š�}���P�]�À�����µ�‰�X 

Another day wasted! 

Another day of missed school! 

Another day of not helping to fix our roof! 

�/�[�u���Œ�������Ç���š�}���P�]�À�����µ�‰�����v�����Z���������Z�}�u�����Á�]�š�Z���v�}�š�Z�]�v�P�����µ�š���u�Ç�����������v���Á�•���Á�Z���v�Y�X�X 

���P���]�v�M���,���[�•���������l�X���,�����P���š�Z���Œ�•���µ�•���µ�‰���t the leftovers �t ���•�l�]�v�P���µ�•���Á�Z�Ç���Á���[�Œ�����•�š�]�o�o���Z���v�P�]�v�P�������}�µ�š�X��
�d���o�o�]�v�P���µ�•���š�Z���Œ���[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���]�(���Á�����Á���v�š���]�š�X���/�[�u���•�}���P�Œ���š���(�µ�o�U���/���(�}�Œ�P���š���Z�}�Á���š�]�Œ�������/�����u�����µ�š�����š���š�Z�������v�����}f 
�š�Z���������Ç���š�Z���Œ���[�•���š�Œ�}�µ���o���������}�µ�š���š�Z�����‰���Ç�X 

�Z�E�}�š���(���]�Œ�J�[�M���/���Z���À�����š�}�����]�š�����u�Ç���š�}�v�P�µ�����•�}���/�����}�v�[�š���•���Ç���•�}�u���š�Z�]�v�P���/���Œ���P�Œ���š�X���/�[�o�o���š���o�o���Ç�}�µ���Á�Z���š�[�•���v�}�š��
�(���]�Œ�W���Z���Œ���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���u���v���v�}�š�������]�v�P�����Z�}�•���v�����������µ�•�����š�Z���Ç�[�Œ�����(�Œ�}�u���������]�(�(���Œ���v�š���š�}�Á�v�V���Z���À�]�v�P���š�}��
work when you want to be playing with your friends or people staring at my foot and 
���•�•�µ�u�]�v�P���]�š���u�����v�•���/�������v�[�š���‰�]���l���P�Œ���‰���•�X 

�����v�[�š���Z�������}���Á�Z���š���Z�����o�]�l���•���Á�]�š�Z���Z�]�•���}�Á�v���u�}�v���Ç�M���^�}�u�����‰���}�‰�o�������Œ�����v���À���Œ���Z���‰�‰�Ç�J���� 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Modern Parables �t books that explore the same theme 
Here are some picture books to share together that explore the same themes: 
 
 

�Z�/�[�u��The Best�[ by Lucy Cousins 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_Gy40-eXVY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�ZThe Lion Inside





 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pray Together    
 
 

Swiss Roll Prayers 

You will need a Swiss roll or any cake that can be cut. 

 
Take it in turns to cut a slice of the Swiss roll. Try to make sure each slice is the same 
size at the next.  Remember in the story that all the workers, even those chosen last, 
all got an equal share. 

 

God wants everyone to be loved and valued no 
matter what.  As you look at the even slices of 
cake, take some time to just sit quietly and 
think about the things that you think are unfair 
in the world.  Perhaps you know someone who 
feels left out.  Ask God to help in all the 
situations you have been thinking about.    

When you have finished your prayer, you can 
eat the cake!  

 

Here is a prayer you to say together:  

 

Dear God, 
help me with the hard things: 
with sharing and caring 
�����}�µ�š���‰���}�‰�o�����/�����}�v�[�š���Œ�����o�o�Ç���l�v�}�Á�X 

Dear God, 
help me with the hard things: 
when I feel hurt about what has happened 
���v���������}�µ�š���š�Z�]�v�P�•���/�[�À�������}�v���V 
�Á�Z���v���/�[�u�����v�P�Œ�Ç�����v�����Á���v�š���š�}���o���•�Z���}�µ�š�X 

 

Dear God, 
help me with the hard things: 
�š�}���•�š���v�����µ�‰���(�}�Œ���Á�Z���š�[�•���Œ�]�P�Z�š�U 
to take the side of people 
who are picked on or get left out. 

Dear God, 
thank you for the good things: 
my family and friends, 
for fun and good times to share but 
dear God, help me with the hard things. 
Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Pray Together    
 
 

Valued and Loved by God 

You will need some sticky notes or small slips of paper.  

We are now in the season of Lent.  Sometimes people give up something during Lent and 
others take on something to do each day.  Here is a prayer activity that you can do 
throughout Lent to help others know they are valued and loved by God.  

 

 

�t�Œ�]�š�����}�v���š�Z�����•�š�]���l�Ç���v�}�š���•���Z�s���o�µ���������v�����>�}�À�����[���}�Œ���Ç�}�µ��
could draw a heart or smiley face.  Spend some time 
quietly thinking who you want to tell they are valued 
and loved by God.  You could say this prayer as you 
prepare your notes.    

 

Thank you, Jesus, 
for the joy of knowing that you love us, 
for the joy of friendship,  
and the joy of knowing we are valued. 
May we spread that joy and share the message of your love with others. 

Amen 

 

Place your notes in places that will surprise others - here are a 
few ideas: 

�x Inside the fridge or cupboard 

�x On a pillow 

�x



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pray Together    
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Illustration by Idees-cate.com 

 I wonder why the 
workers felt hard 

done by? 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To Do Together�Y         
 
 
 

 
Flipping Cards 

You will need:



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�d�}�����}���d�}�P���š�Z���Œ�Y         
 
 
 

 
Fill Up Jar  

You will need: A jar 
 Some large objects 
 Some smaller objects  
 And some very small objects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What you do: 

Fill the jar up with large objects. 

Think about how full it is and then fill it up with some smaller objects. 

Think about it again and fill it up with some even smaller objects. 

I wonder how much more you can get into your jar? 

Jesus asks us all to give something, we can all help to fill up our jar. Sometimes the smallest 
things make the biggest difference. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�d�}�����}���d�}�P���š�Z���Œ�Y         
 
 
 

  
Fairtrade Poster 

You will need: A big piece of paper 
 Some images of Fairtrade things  
 or some packaging if you have it 
 

 

 

 

What you do: 

Create a poster which tells people about Fairtrade.  

Find out all about Fairtrade goods and the huge 
variety of things which are made fairly. 

 

Think about why it is important to buy fairly traded 
goods, and how it helps people. 

Display your poster somewhere that people can see it 
and they can learn more about how important it is to 
buy fairly traded goods. 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Walking the Way  
Challenge this time is�Y 
 

  
���À���Œ�Ç�����Ç���&���]�š�Z�W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�^���Œ���‰���}�}�l�]�v�P�W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�d���l�����]�š���&�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ�W 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/fair-trade#:~:text=Top%2010%20facts&text=Products%20with%20the%20Fairtrade%20Mark,Black's%20Maya%20Gold%20chocolate%20bar
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/fair-trade#:~:text=Top%2010%20facts&text=Products%20with%20the%20Fairtrade%20Mark,Black's%20Maya%20Gold%20chocolate%20bar
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/fair-trade#:~:text=Top%2010%20facts&text=Products%20with%20the%20Fairtrade%20Mark,Black's%20Maya%20Gold%20chocolate%20bar
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/fair-trade#:~:text=Top%2010%20facts&text=Products%20with%20the%20Fairtrade%20Mark,Black's%20Maya%20Gold%20chocolate%20bar
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/fair-trade#:~:text=Top%2010%20facts&text=Products%20with%20the%20Fairtrade%20Mark,Black's%20Maya%20Gold%20chocolate%20bar



