




  
 

 
 NSM Model 4: Discerning a call and equipping for service.        Page 3 of 7 

 

2.5 If the candidate is successful and it is agreed they should go to Assessment Conference a role 
description and person specification should be drawn up by the Synod Pastoral Committee 
(or equivalent) in agreement with the moderator and the local church which may include 
some or all of the following: 

Role Description 

¶ 
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3.3 EM1 for NSM model 4 may commence once the necessary post-assessment processes have 
been completed (see 2.2k above). EM1 for NSM model 4 does not have to start and end in 
line with the academic year. Start dates will be determined by the RCL, in consultation with 
the Education & Learning Board. 

 
3.4 Ministerial formation for NSM model 4 is locally embedded, and a student will not normally 

need to stand down from all their existing responsibilities in their sending church, although 
(depending upon their experience) the RCL and synod may ask that the student vary their 
responsibilities and/or gain some wider experience locally. 

 

3.5 A student pursuing EM1 for NSM model 4 would take at least one-year full time or two years 

part time to undertake the agreed programme for their learning and experience. 

 
3.6 The RCL will ‘sign off’ the student when they have completed their EM1 programme 

satisfactorily by issuing a Leaving Certificate in the normal way and having kept the Assembly 
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¶ Understanding/presiding at Sacraments – Synod/RCL courses 

Rites of passage 

 

Note 

requirement D3 

above 

¶ RCL-led or synod-led courses on funerals, weddings 

¶ Shadowing experienced minister/other ‘president’ (not necessarily the 

same person for each) for the whole of (a) crem only funeral, (b) church 

+ crem funeral, (c) church wedding. Written reflection on each 

experience 

¶ Visit to a crematorium and a funeral director 

Theological 

themes 

¶ Portfolio of reflections on The Nature, Faith and Order of the United 

Reformed Church  

¶ Reflections on the above with an RCL tutor and in Learning Journal 

 

1 These levels are the England and Wales system. Level 4 indicates year one of a degree 
programme, level 5 year 2. In Scotland there is a different set of numbering and Level 4 in this 
document = SQA 7 and Level 5 = SQA 8. 
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