A RIVIAW ]| '
——

Welcome to Families on Faith Adventure
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Get to know your Bible

The Bible is like a library made up of 66 books written by many different people over many
years.

The Old Testament books were written before Jesus was born. They are the holy stories he
would have grown up hearing and reading. There are 39 of these.

The New Testament tells us the stories of Jesus and his followers. There are 27 books in the
New Testament.

Can you find
and colour the
book on the
bookshelf that
this week’s
story is from?

If you have a
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g64jRGLgIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQ7wLTBnF84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hgl_uffmwSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvJvyD4yaWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQGYqZUJNJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3_yTrybx7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzaYC6eyKqI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkhiN2OcqBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rawq3usrzsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtpzoGj-1V8
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Genesis 37 verses 2-28 (The International Children’s Bible)

Joseph was a young man, 17 years old. He and his brothers cared for the flocks. His brothers
were the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. Joseph gave his father bad reports
about his brothers. Joseph was born when his father Israel, also called Jacob, was old. So
Israel loved Joseph more than his other sons. He made Joseph a special robe with long
sleeves. Joseph’s brothers saw that their father loved Joseph more than he loved them. So
they hated their brother and could not speak to him politely.

One time Joseph had a dream. When he told his brothers about it, they hated him even
more. Joseph said, “Listen to the dream | had. We were in the field tying bundles of wheat
together. My bundle stood up, and your bundles of wheat gathered around mine. Your
bundles bowed down to mine.”

His brothers said, “Do you really think you will be king over us? Do you truly think you will
rule over us?” His brothers hated him even more now. They hated him because of his dreams
and what he had said.

Then Joseph had another dream. He told his brothers about it also. He said, “Listen, | had
another dream. | saw the sun, moon and 11 stars bowing down to me.”

Joseph also told his father about this dream. But his father scolded him, saying, “What kind
of dream is this? Do you really believe that your mother, your brothers and | will bow down
to you?” Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him. But his father thought about what all these
things could mean.

One day Joseph’s brothers went to Shechem to herd their father’s sheep. Jacob said to
Joseph, “Go to Shechem. Your brothers are there herding the sheep.”

Joseph answered, “l will go.” His father said, “Go and see if your brothers and the sheep are
all right. Then come back and tell me.” So Joseph’s father sent him from the Valley of
Hebron.

When Joseph came to Shechem, a man found him wandering in the field. He asked Joseph,
“What are you looking for?” Joseph answered, “I am looking for my brothers. Can you tell me
where they are herding the sheep?”

The man said, “They have already gone. | heard them say they were going to Dothan.” So
Joseph went to find them.

Joseph’s brothers saw him coming from far away. Before he reached them, they made a plan
to kill him. They said to each other, “Here comes that dreamer. Let’s kill him and throw his
body into one of the wells. We can tell our father that a wild animal killed him. Then we will
see what will become of his dreams.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34_IDg9P0Y
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Story exploration tool

A way to reflect on the story

You will need to draw a picture of a coat or piece of clothing - or you
could use an actual old shirt etc. Then you could use crayons or felt tips,
bits of coloured paper or fabric, and different textures e.g. pipe
cleaners, material, ribbon wool, sweet wrappers, cut up recycled
greetings cards or card packaging. If using an item of clothing, any
material or fabric to decorate would be ideal and you could use safety
pins to fasten them on.

Read the Bible passages below (look in your Bible or try the website biblegateway.com
where you will need to put in the search bar Genesis 37: 2-3 for example, and select the
International Children’s Bible as the Bible version). You could look up one each day for six
days or do them all at once.

When you read the verses, decide what feelings are being experienced by the characters.
What colour would you use to express those feelings? Add the colour you think of to one
aspect of your coat or clothing. An example may be jealous = green, anger= red, sadness =
purple, but this is your own piece of work, so you choose how you wish to reflect your
feelings in colour.

Bible passages Genesis Chapter 37

Verses 2-3
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A new poem to share and ask “Can you guess what it is”
There’s a monster in our world, | wonder if you have seen it?

You can find it in the playground you can see it on the street
You can even sometimes see it with the people that we meet
You can see it out with others or standing on its own

You can find it in a work place you can see it in your home

Its hiding in the shadows and standing in plain view

It fills your mind with doubts and steals your sadness too

It wears a mask to hide its face and has eyes of emerald green
It’s telling lies and shouting words that are cruel and mean

It sees your biggest fears and brings them all about
It snips the ties between us and fills your mind with doubt
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Table Top Discussions

Each day over a mealtime, have a quick conversation. Here are a few questions to get you

going:

o | wonder why Joseph was Jacob’s favourite? Do you think all families have favourites?
What is it like for all those involved? Is it always a negative thing?

o0 Joseph was different from his brothers. Perhaps he was meant to be, perhaps he was
never meant to fit in. What are your thoughts | wonder?
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What’s in the box? What treasures can you find to put in the box for your

little ones to explore?

Perhaps older children could help find the things.
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Pray Together

sl

Looking with



Pray Together

Box Prayers

You will need: A piece of paper, pens or pencils (each person has a different colour)
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| wonder whether all
families fall out
sometimes?

[llustration by lambsongs.co.nz via freebibleimages.com
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To Do Together...

Voice Changer

You will need:  Cardboard tube
Backing parchment
Elastic band

What you do:
Cut out a circle of baking parchment which is bigger than the

diameter of the tube and secure it to the tube using an elastic band.
Decorate it if you wish.
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mailto:lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/
/resources-for-children-and-youth

